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LAFARGE BORAL GYPSUM IN ASIA (LBGA) BEGINS CONSTRUCTION  
OF TWO NEW PLASTERBOARD FACTORIES IN CHINA AND INDIA  

 
 
Lafarge today announced that, as part of its joint venture with Boral, Lafarge Boral Gypsum 
in Asia (LBGA), two new plasterboard factories are to be built in Asia, one in Chengdu in 
China’s Sichuan province, the other close to New Delhi, Rajasthan, India.   
 
These two plants, which are expected to begin production in the first quarter of 2008, will 
represent total investment of US$28M, with capacity of nearly 10 million m² each. 
 
These new factories, located in the heart of fast-growing markets, will enable the Group 
significantly to strengthen its presence in the high-potential markets of India and southwest 
China.  
 
The solutions chosen, which combine high quality, modern design and respect for the 
environment, are key strengths for the continued long-term growth of the Group. 
 
 
Additional information:  
 
1. Lafarge Boral Gypsum in Asia (LBGA) is a 50-50 joint venture between Australian construction 

materials group Boral Australia Ltd and the world leader in building materials, Lafarge. Since its 
creation in June 2000, LBGA has established itself as the leading supplier of plasterboard 
products and systems in Asia (excluding Japan). LBGA has manufacturing sites in China, South 
Korea, Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia and exports products to many other countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

 
2. Lafarge’s involvement in the plaster market in China began in Shanghai in 1996. It has four 

manufacturing plants in the country, two in Shanghai and two in Chongqing.  
 
3. Lafarge first entered the Chinese market in 1994 and all of its divisions (Cement, Aggregates and 

Concrete, Gypsum and Roofing) are now active in the country, where it employs around 16,000 
people. In cement, Lafarge signed a partnership agreement with Shui On Construction and 
Materials Ltd. in 2005 to create the Lafarge Shui On Cement joint venture. This joint venture has 
now become the market leader in south-western China, with annual production capacity of around 
20 million tonnes. 

 
4. Lafarge first moved into the Indian market in 1999, with the acquisition of Tata Steel’s cement 

business. This was followed by the acquisition of Raymond Cement in 2001. Lafarge now has 
three cement plants in India: two factories in Chhattisgarh State and a crushing plant in 
Jharkhand. Annual production capacity in India is currently some 5.5 million tonnes, and Lafarge 
announced in 2006 that it is to double the size of its Sonadih plant and build a new facility in 
Himashal Pradesh, taking total production capacity to 12 million tonnes.  

 



 
 
Note to Editors: 
 
Lafarge is the world leader in building materials, with top-ranking positions in all four of its businesses: 
Cement, Aggregates & Concrete, Roofing and Gypsum. With 80,000 employees in 76 countries, 
Lafarge posted sales of Euros 16 billion in 2005. 
Lafarge has been committed to sustainable development for many years, pursuing a strategy that 
combines industrial know-how with performance, value creation, respect for employees and local 
cultures, environmental protection and the conservation of natural resources and energy. Lafarge is 
the only company in the construction materials sector to be listed in the 2006 ‘100 Global Most 
Sustainable Corporations in the World’. To make advances in building materials, Lafarge places the 
customer at the heart of its concerns. It offers the construction industry and the general public 
innovative solutions bringing greater safety, comfort and quality to their everyday surroundings. 
Additional information is available on the web site at www.lafarge.com.    
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Statements made in this press release that are not historical facts are forward-looking statements made pursuant to the safe 
harbor provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are not guarantees of future 
performance and involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions ("Factors"), which are difficult to predict. Some of the Factors that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward-looking statements include, but are not limited 
to: the cyclical nature of the Company's business; national and regional economic conditions in the countries in which the Group 
does business; currency fluctuations; seasonal nature of the Company’s operations; levels of construction spending in major 
markets; supply/demand structure of the industry; competition from new or existing competitors; unfavorable weather conditions 
during peak construction periods; changes in and implementation of environmental and other governmental regulations; our 
ability to successfully identify, complete and efficiently integrate acquisitions; our ability to successfully penetrate new markets; 
and other Factors disclosed in the Company's public filings with the French Autorité des Marchés Financiers and the US 
Securities and Exchange Commission including its Reference Document and annual report on Form 20-F. In general, the 
Company is subject to the risks and uncertainties of the construction industry and of doing business throughout the world. The 
forward-looking statements are made as of this date and the Company undertakes no obligation to update them, whether as a 
result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 


